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THE SINGLE BULLET THEORY 

A QUESTION OF PROBABILITY 
by Robert Harris 

At first glance, the single bullet theory seems quite preposterous. One bullet supposedly 
caused a total of seven wounds in two men, and then emerged in relatively undamaged 
condition. How could such a thing happen? 

Perhaps the greatest clue we have about this gunshot is the overwhelming consensus of the 
witnesses that they heard a single, isolated report, followed by several seconds of silence 
and then two (or more) closely spaced shots. Even the Warren Commission had to admit 
this. 

"On the other hand, a substantial majority of the witnesses stated that the shots were not 
evenly spaced. Most witnesses recalled that the second and third shots were bunched 
together..." (Warren Commission report p.115 (St. Martin's Press edition.)) 

This perception of a single shot, a delay of several seconds during which both victims 
clearly respond to their wounds, and then two closely spaced reports is not the impression 
of just a handful of select individuals. It was heard by the overwhelming majority of those 
in Dealey Plaza that day. People near the triple overpass, on Houston St. at the east end of 
the plaza, and people in the Texas School Book Depository as well as other nearby 
buildings said the same thing. Perhaps even more importantly, those closest to President 
Kennedy, m the Presidential limousine and in the Secret Service followup car confirmed 
the shooting sequence as well. 

Allen W. Dulles, one of the members of the Warren Commission, described his perception 
of the majority of witnesses hearing that sequence, "I would say it is something like 5 to 1 
or something of that kind." (WCR Vol. 5 p. 174) 

For a more complete listing of the impressions of the Dealey Plaza witnesses, click here . 

To understand why this shot is plausible, it is important to understand the trajectory of the 
bullet and the angles involved. Although the precise time of this shot is open to debate 
(well discuss this more later) we will be looking at Zapruder frame 186, A shot from the 
suspected sniper's nest, striking the President in the back at this point in time would arrive 
at a vertica angle of about 24 degrees. If we allow for the 3 degree decline in Elm St the 
bullet should have passed through Kennedy at a 21 degree vertical angle. 

The bullet which struck the President's back at about C7 (cervical vertebrae seven), exited 
through a small hole at the base of the throat. This hole was also the site of the 
tracheostomy which was performed by doctors at Parkland hospital. If we measure the 
angle from the location of the back wound as illustrated in the autopsy photo, to the neck 
wound, we discover that the approximate angle is indeed very close to, if not exactly, 21 
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